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When all is ready, if it be the body of a priest who has
kept a sacred fire perpetually burning in his house, the
fire to ignite the pile must be brought from It; but if
not, then " it is only necessary to avoid taking fire from
another funeral pile, or from the abode of an outcaste,
of a man belonging to a tribe of executioners, of a
woman who has lately borne a child, or of any person
who is unclean."

When all is ready, " a relative of the deceased, taking
up a lighted brand, must invoke by name the holy places
on the earth, and say, 'May the gods with flaming
mouths burn this corpse !' He then walks thrice round
the pile, with his right hand towards it, and (if he be a
Brahman) shifts the sacrificial cord to his right shoulder.
Then looking towards the south, and dropping his left
knee to the ground, he applies the fire to the pile near
the head of the corpse, saying, ' Namo! Natnah!' whilst
the attendant priests recite the following prayer : 'Fire !
thou wert lighted by him, may he therefore be repro-
duced from thee, that he may attain the region of celestial
bliss. May this offering be auspicious!' "

The burning must be so arranged that a few bones
are left unconsumed for the subsequent ceremony of
gathering the ashes. The other friends also throw into
the fire a few bits of wood, as an offering to Agni, as
they say, " Salutation to thee who dost consume flesh/1
Instructions are given for the burning of the body of a
Hindu by proxy when he may have died far away from
home or his body cannot be found. In this case three
hundred and sixty leaves of the butea tree, or as many
woollen threads, are taken as his representative and
burnt in place of the corpse.

When the body is reduced tt> ashes the friends who
have taken part in the ceremony walk round the ashes,